THE BRETHREN'S EVANGELIST. 


SERMON ON NON-CONFORMITY. 
Preached in Mount I'lfustuil, Marylmml, by E. S. Miller. 

Text.— "1 bweech you therefore, brethren, by the mer- 
cies of God, thai ye present your botliea » living sacrlttee 
holy accei>t»bl* unto <iuil, which Is vour reasonable «*r. 
vice. Aud be not conformed to this world ; hut be ye irana- 
fornied by tbe renew I nR of your wind, that ye may prove 
what 14 that good, and aicenlable, mid |«rfecl will of Ood. 
— Row. 12: 1.2. 

Head as a lesson, :tnl tuislle oi John. 

In the gay P Wtwyott t and proud mistress 
of the world — the city of Komc — was a Chris- 
tian church. Who the immediate founder of 
this church was, the sacred record of Divine 
truth does not say. Strangers from Kome, 
that dwelt in Jerusalem on Pentecost, and 
hearing the first Gospel sermon as it came 
fresh from the apostle Peter, and seeing the 
divine illumination from the Holy Spirit, be- 
llieved, re j Minted and were baptized accord ing 
[to the command of the Apostles, carried with 
them back to Rome, the germs of the Chris- 
tian religion. These converts being no idlers 
In the Lord's vineyard, proclaimed the Gos- 
el anion g their ©ountryWn ; and their labors 
cing blessed ot God, others believed on the 
crucified and risen Lord, through their words 
'and testimony, and now a church was formed, 
and organization affected and therefore these 
Jerusalem converts are justly entitled as the 
'founders of that church to which the Apostle 
Paul wrote this long and exhaustive letter 
about the year lit). 

No account of this church ever having a 
missionary or an evangelist to visit them be- 
fore they got this grand letter from St. Paul. 
He compliments these brethren in this church 
for their "faith which was spoken of through- 
out all the world," and prays that God might 
give him a prosperous journey in the visit he 
contemplated making them in the near hi 
ture. 

Paul was a great missionary, was success* 
ful among other gentiles in the proclamation 
of the Gospel, and now desiies to visit and 
impart unto his brethren in Komc' some spir- 
itual gift ot great usefulness to them. 1 1 is 
epistle is doctrinal until he comes to the 12th 
chapter, our text, where he begins teaching 
the piactical duties of the Christian life. Here 
(11th chapter, Romans) he winds up his doc- 
trinal teaching by drawing a pen picture of. 
bow Israel fell through unbelief, and how 
through their fall salvation came to the Gen- 
tiles. The Jews, the natural branches of the 
good olive tree broken ott, made room for the 
Gentiles to be cut out of the wild olive tree, 
and were grafted in the good tree instead,aud 
then when the fulness of the (tent ilea is come 
in, all Israel shall Ik? saved. Looking at this 
picture that in the end of time stands as an 
ever- living monument of the riches and wis- 
dom of God — he takes in the whole situation 
as would Raphael, the world -renowned sculp- 
tor, when out uf the rude rock with mallet and 
chisel, he finished his master- piece of statu- 
ary, or like Michael Angcio, the great mas- 
ter painter, when the last touch of the brush 
upon the canvass completes the picture, they 
step back just fai enough to get the best ef- 
fect of their work of art, and so does the apos 
tie Paul, and then he exclaims from the in- 
most inspiration ol his soul : u O the depth of 
the riches both of the wisdom and knowl- 
edge of God ; how unsearchable are his judg- 
ment** ami his ways past finding out." Done 
with the dead sacrifices under the law he ad- 
monishes loa living sacrifice, and that this 
body, the temporary indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit, should be M presented to tiod, conse- 
crated holy and acceptable, as to make us the 
muni! and spiritual worship of God. 

Ajjd now to the kernel in the text : "Be 
not ountormed to (or fashioned after) this 
world, or rather a^e. That is, to the evils or 
sins of timeserving churches that compel 
their membership to uniform in order to re- 
tain Ulowship and church relation, take away 
the liberty the Gos|h;1 gives to Christians, — 
indiviiiual responsibility. Church leaders 
who quote St. Paul from this text in support 
of unitormity on any phase of the dress ques- 
tion, misapprehend him, do him injustice, 
misapply the dictates of the Holy Spirit, aud 
are guilty of perverting the word of the Lord 
from jis true meaning. Paul never breathed 

wo^i on the question of apparel in all this 
flepistie to the church at Rome. There was no 
trouble on that question with those brethren. 
In their outward appearance so far as dross 
ras concerned they did not deny their nativ- 
ity or nationality. In the costume of Rome, 

Jipman citizens they moved among their 
Jcdantrymen. In the daily walks of life they 
were strong in the Christian faith, for that 
twas "spoken of throughout the whole world." 
~'hat did the Apostle then mean that we 
Uhould not be conformed too ? Was it not in 
reference to the works uf the flesh ? "There 
is therefore, now no condemnation to them 
1 which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not af- 
ter the flesh but after the spirit." Rom, 8:1. 

To keep these Gentile brethren in Rome 

falling into some grievous state and 

idled mental condition, as described in his 


first chapter, that the Jews relapsed into, is 
the burden of his mind throughout this whole 
epistle. Now, when it is so evident that out- 
ward adornment was not the question under 
consideration, but more particularly the ugly, 
ghastly sins that underlie the substrata of hu- 
man life, that men in and out of the church 
commit under the influence ot the prince of 
darkness, we turn to some prototype that 
shadows forth in one view the evils to which 
Christians and those seeking to be christians, 
must not be conformed. Such a character 
bearing the marks of tlie Ix'ast is described in 
the book of Proverbs u" : 10—19 

Here are six hateful ihings unto the Lord 
— the aggregate seven uu iiliominatiou unto 
Him. 

1st. The proud (out, ■ properly rendered" 
In in '//ift/ hk These are not always found 
among the gay and gaudily dressed people 
of the age, nor only among uon-pmfessors of 
religion. 'Hie young lady, the daughter of a 
merchant prince, just stepping out of the jta- 
latml residence of Fifth Avenue, New York, 
in finest and costliest attire, muy be starting 
out on a mission of charity to some humble 
home of want and sti tiering, with means of 
relief for the jwor and needy, her eyes beaming 
with the very refulgence of humble kindness ; 
the tear of sympathy may glisten in the sun- 
light more brilliantly than the diamond on her 
linger, as she muses on the sad story of woe 
>he goes to relieve. The haughty eye has 
Is-eii seen — and it* keen cut felt — by your un- 
worthy servant, as it darted out from under 
the brow of the church official in general con- 
ference, accompanied by the smile of con- 
tempt for what your speaker said there in 
sitpport of the principles of right and equity. 

The word of the Lord says "Then dost save 
the afflicted) but dost down with proud looks." 
"High looks and proud will not I suffer." 
"The lofty looks of the proud shall be hum- 
bled."' "Uoion with,'" that is what <iod will 
with it. That is what dsl did with it in 
Xt'biichndnezzer. He therefore not conformed 
to it, God hates it. 

2. Lying tongue, That little unruly mem- 
ber — a world of iniquity. The devil begaijjl 
early with the first living pair in Aden's Itfve- 
lv Ihiwit : "Ye shall not surely die, but be as 
gods, knowing good from evil.*' Cain, the 
slaver of his brother, tried to deceive (iod 
with a lie. "Where is Abel, thy brother •"' 
"I know not." To a murderous hand is add- 
ed u lying tongue. Joseph's brethren did no 
better when they sold their brother to the 
Egyptians, using the strategy they did with 
poor distressed father Jacob. "This (the coat 
all agoiv with a kid's blesid ) have we Ibitnd ; but 
know not Whether it In- thy son's coat or not:" 
but they did know and knew bow it became 
so bliss ly, too, Peter thrice denied his Lord. 
Ananias and Saohira when they came to lay 
the price of their possessions at the Apostles 
feet were summarily struck dead for letting :i 
lying tongue try to cover up their covetoas- 
i.i >s. O how many follower* the father of 
lies has even now. The Psalmist prayed : 
"Deliver my soul from lying lips and from a 
deceitful tongue." It s'thc scandal-monger's 
Weapon to cut in pieces the peace »f the social 
circle, the quiet of the neighborhood, and 
sometimes family bonds. A rejiort, whether 
false or true, circulated and transmitted by a 
lying tongue, is like the ballot" snow the 
school boy starts to lolling down the bill : the 
farther it goes the larger its proportions. Hut 
the Lord will assign ,liim that carries this 
deadly weapon through life, his portion with 
the hv[nieriic>. dogs, prisoners, murderers, 
whore monger*, idolaters and whosoever lo vet It 
and niaketh a lie, down in the pit with the 
devil and all his cohort of falsifiers. Ik' not 
conformed to this age in this detestable evil. 

;i. Jf«mfo f ft til fifted imuHsntl Mood. If all 
the martyr** blood that has been shed in the 
name uf religion, were collected what a stream 
of horror it would Ik; to look upon. It would 
Kccin incredible that such atrocities could 1m- 
committed, and that by men who claimed to 
be the rightful successors of the Apostle Pe- 
ter. Those days of the inquisition are over, 
but as much religious fanaticism as there is 
in the world to-day, with the |towci* of civil 
governm ent in the bauds of arbitrary and fan- 
atical po|M's, priests, prelates and bishops, the 
same bloody scenes would be re-enacted ; but 
thus far and no farther can they go under the 
protection of our free institutions, where the 
will of the whole people is supreme and not 
that of one man. 

lint it is not only literal blood-letting. The 
blood is the life of the man. Too much blood 
letting will destroy life. Morally, slander and 
backbiting will draw on the vitality of char- 
acter. The man who steals my purse steals 
trash, bnt he who robs roe of my good name 
by stabbing me in the back with his malicious 
tongue, in the revengeful threat : "I will 
bleed him," is a murderer equally guilty wit h 
the .nan who plunges the cold steel into my 
body. Manasses filled Jerusalem with inno- 
cent blood, a thing that the Lord would not 


pardon, but punished the blood-guilty by re- 
moving them out of his sight. The prophet 
Isaiah (1 : 15) says : "He will not even look 
ii I Min those that multiply prayers, nor hear 
them; for your hands are lull- of blood." 
"Whosoever hateth his brother is a murder- 
er." 1 John 4 : 15. Though we may hate the 
evil deeds of any one, yet we must not hate 
the soul for which Christ died. Don't won- 
der that we as a church will not take up arms 
against our tellowmen, for in so doing we 
would put ourselves in a ]K>*ition to sheu in- 
nocent blood. Therefore to this evil be not 
conformed. 

4. .1 heart that tkvisetk wicletl imaginations. 
The unregenerate heart, the word of the Lord 
describes, Gen, 6:5: "And (iod saw that the 
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and 
that the whole imagination of the thoughts of 
his heart was only evil every day." what 
a heart that, is — a heart that is nurturing the 
whole brood of cocatriccs, — little aud big sins 
— all find a lodgment in that heart ; pride, 
falsehood, murder, wicked devices, hasty de- 
sire to mischief, jterjury, and delight in scat- 
tering forth the seeds of discord among breth- 
ren. The prophet Mieab says : "Woe unto 
them that devise iniquity." He not conform- 
ed to this flagrant evil. 

5. Feet sivif't in running to mischief. Some 
men are good inventors for the devil, but slow 
in carrying out their iniquitous plans. Others 
are ever ready and willing to set the fagot and 
torch to the powder and dynamite, in church 
relation as well as in state. The busy bodies 
and swift feet in breaking up fraternal rela- 
tion in church or State, God hates. He not 
conformed to this sin of swift running to mis- 
chief. 

0. A false witness that speaketh lies, that 
breathes out cruelty. From such the Psalm- 
ist prayed, the Lord to deliver him. "A false 
witness is not to Ik; held innocent, and he that 
breathes lies," as a witness, "shall not escape,'* 
In the trial of OUT Lend before Pilate, the 
false witness was there to do his deed of hell. 
What ! a christian a false witness. He would 
be a monstrosity ; a perjurer. To this flagrant 
sin lie not conformed. 

7th. The "abomination," lie thatsoweth dis- 
coid among brethren. We would think lib one 
would care to do that but the devil himself. 
Such abominable business one won Id think 
would only be the suitable employ ment of the 
black ini|" from the pit. We should not tor a 
moment believe that Satan could marshal I In- 
to his s u rv ice any but the unregenerate in 
heart to engage in such dark deeds, as sow- 
ing deeds of discord among brethren. I do not 
believe that ever a truly converted mnn, a 
child of (iod, a new creature in Christ Jcmis 
ever did sow the devil's seed of discord. Yet 
he finds men — not christians — in the church, 
to do willingly discord seed-sowing. Who 
was Diotrephas, about whom the Apostle 
John wrote his third epistle ?■ The adversary 
can always do most effective work in the 
church by taking some leading spirit, in the 
church as bis emissary or instrument. John 
complains of Diotrephas, who, no doubt, ac- 
cording to our best commentators, had work- 
ed himself into the bishopric. Pre-eminence 
in the church was the bane of his life. He 
loved it. His inordinate desire for fame made 
him envious ■>!' others, and hence when the 
Apostle Writes he "receives him not." But 
St. John said when he comes into that church 
he would "bring to mind his deeds which he 
doctli." What were Ins deeds? "Prilling 
against us with malicious words, and not con- 
tent therewith, neither doctli he himself re- 
ceive the brethren, and tbrhiddeth them that 
would and ftistefJi them out of the church." 1 Am- 
biiious popes, prelates and bishops, Diolre- 
phas-like love pre-eminence first nnd last; in— 
stead of feeding the Hock beating them for its. 
cciving tlie strange brethren preachers that 
came thai way. Would not receive them 
himself aud forbids his brethren to receive 
them, and because they do receive these breth- 
ren he casts them out of the church — "dog in 
the" manger" like, he would not do that which 
was right himself and lay in the way of others 
that would. Malignant words proceed from 
his lips, evil deeds enshroud his life, a sower 
of discord among' his brethren is Diotrephas. 
Can you find his counterpart r 1 Has ho any 
successors ? Do you need go far to find them. 
The abomination to God is the sower of 
discoid among brethren. O my brethren 
uever be conformed to this appalling sin. God 
hates the proud look — haughty eyes, the ly- 
ing tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, 
the heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, 
the false witness, the feet swift in running to 
mischief, but when it comes to sowing dis- 
cord among brethren it amounts to an abom- 
ination. 

Now I have analyzed this man of sin from 
the crown of his head to the soles of his feet, 
and to none of his evil traits of character 
must we be conformed, for if we do we carry 
with us the mark of the beast to the judg- 
ment of the great day. 


But we are to be transformed in the renew- 
ing of the mind. In the third epistle of John 
we have also the renewed man : Demetrius, 
mentioned in contrast with Diotrephas, the 
unrenewed man. This Demetrius has honor- 
able mention in this epistle. John says "He 4 
hath good report of all men, aud of the truth " 
itself?' 

1. Instead of proud looks he has meek and 
humble eyes, that indicate volumes of wel- 
come to all ;eyes blessed of the Lord, because 
they see the beauty of holiness. 

2. Instead of a lying tongue, a truth-speak- 
ing tongue, as put in the words of Proverbs, 
"The tongue of the just is as choice silver ; 
the tongue of the wise is health." As Frank- 
lin said, "Thinking twice to speaking once.** 
"He that keepeth his mouth aud his tongtie 
keepcth his soul from trouble." "His word is 
as goes! as his bond." 

£ Instead of blood-defiled hands, hands y 
that are busy doing good, ever relieving the 
needy and distressed 011 every hand. Hands 
of the virtuous, the wise man says, "She 
spreadeth out her hand to the txwr, yea, reach- 
cth out her hand to the needy." Those of 
clean hands and a pure heart have the prom- 
ise of ascending into the hill of the Lord. 

4. Instead of a heart that deviseth wicked 
imagination, a renewe d heart, out of which 
grow the sweet fruits of trust and confidence, 
and the noble christian deeds of benevolence 
and kindness. The benediction of God rests 
upon it. "Blessed are the pure in heart, for 
they shall see God." 

5. Instead of swift feetafter mischief, ready - 
and active 011 mission of mercy and benefi- 
cence. 

<i. Instead of a false witness, a true faith- ** 
ful witness whose- veracity is unquestionable. 
A faithful, "living epistle, read and known of 
all men." 

7, Instead of a discord sower, as was Dio- 
trephas aud many others of modern times like- 
wise, who throw [Mjople better than themselves 
out of church, to gratify their love of jxjwer, 
Demetrius, the christian "renewed in the 
spirit of his mind", scatters seeds of kindness 
wherever he goes. He works lor peace, know- 
ing the promise, "Blessed are the i>eaev ma- 
kers, for they shall \k: called the sons of God." 
lie sows upon the spirit tin* he knows that / , 
they that sow on the Spirit shall reap of the * 
spirit life everlasting. lie is therefore genial, 
eonci I iatory mid lov mg. I listen* I of being* cold 
and repulsive as an iceberg, he is a very mag- 
net, the very center of gravitation. 11 is words 
as well as his work in the church will unify 
aud bind up. He is all sunshine in his dispo- 
sition. His speech is gracious and full of 
kindliness to all. His hands ever administra- 
tive in well doing. His generous heart, all 
aglow with that love that seeks another's good. 

Thus we have the transformed christian, re- 
newed in the mind, lie gives the evidence of 
having passed from death unto life, because 
he loves the brethren. In christian baptism 
he put on Christ, and in his name he goes ' 
forth conquering and to conquer, panoplied 
with the habiliments of Heaven, shedding 
forth in his life and walk through the world, 
love, joy, gentleness and peace in the Holy 
Spirit . 

His transformation in a mind renewed by 
the Holy Spirit is full and complete. He is a 
shining light to the world, reflect ing in all 
tlie avenues of life alialoof glory to all around, 
and when he departs this life the world is bet- 
ter for his having lived in it, because he has 
been with Jesus and learned of Him, aud baa 
become the impersonal ion of his incarnate 
Lord, the reflection of God manifest in the 
flesh. The fruit of his life is unto holiness. \^ 
The cross is his shield and hiding place ; the 
luqie of eternal life the anchor to nis soul ; the 
crown of glory beyond the shadows of this 
lite he keeps in constant view, and it is to hi in 
a perpetual inspiration to live for (iod and the 
good of humanity. 


We need God as our strength, because we 
are weak, and as our refuge because wc are 
not sec u re, aud as our fortress because our 
enemies are so strong. But we must l)e care- 
ful not to fall into the error of supposing that 
religion is adapted Only to our limes of trial, 
and fitted only to the weak side of o ;r na- 
tures. The religion of Christ is suited to man 
in his strength and health and security, just 
as fully as it is in the hour of trial and dis- 
tress. If there were no enemy pursuing the 
soul ; no sickness prostrating the body and 
mind ; no pain, nor darkness, nor death, God 
would still, in the infinite glory and wisdom 
and goodness of his nature, tie worthy our 
supreme adoration and unqualified praise. 
The joye and sanctities of our faith beautify 
the brow ol young womanhood, addiug grace 
and tenderness to the life. They crown young 
manhood*!- strength, and give to his life true 
nobility. No life is complete without the 
Christian religion ; 110 soul reaches the high- 
est degree of earthly happiness without il. 


